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REVIEWS 


A cure can only be pronounced after a man is dead, as Dr. Chidell 
says. Finally a point of great importance in the system is dealt 
with from a very practical aspect, and that is, the question of the 
after-life and employment of the recovered patient. 

The sanatorium treatment must only be regarded as a prelim¬ 
inary to a most carefully regulated after-life, so that in order that 
the results may be lasting a certain amount of consideration and 
latitude from the employers must be asked for those patients who 
return to work. 

Too great stress cannot be laid on the value of an early diagnosis 
in its relation to result. The author is to be congratulated on his 
excellent presentation of so important a subject. J. N. H. 


Les Degenerescences des Fibromyomes de l’Utertts. By 
G. Piquand, Aneien Interne Laureat des Hopitaux, Prosectem 
provisoire k la Faculty de M&lecine. 426 pages. Paris: G. 
Steinheil, 1905. 

In this interesting monograph are included a number of interest¬ 
ing facts and observations which have hitherto been scattered 
throughout the literature. While it is based on only 42 cases, 
observed in Quenn’s clinic, the author has shown a wonderful 
amount of patience and industry in reviewing the literature of the 
subject and excellent judgment in generalizing from the facts 
collected. 

The book is divided into two parts; the first, which deals with 
non-infectious degeneration, including seven chapters on fibrous 
degeneration, calcareous, oedematous, sarcomatous, telangiectatic, 
epithelial, and cystic. Under part second are included two chapters 
on suppuration and gangrene, respectively. The same order is 
followed in the arrangements of the paragraphs in each chapter— 
viz., history, pathological anatomy, pathogeny, clinical symptoms, 
diagnosis, and prognosis. The references are exhaustive, and must 
be of great value to any subsequent writer on this subject. 

Space does not allow us to enter into a detailed review of this 
monograph, but we can only note some of its most interesting points. 
For example, the chapter on the origin of epithelial elements in 
fibromyomata. The author concludes, from his personal observa¬ 
tions, -that they are derived from the endometrium, but he admits 
they may exceptionally result from proliferation of the remains of 
the Wolffian and Mullerian ducts. He states, as a fact not to be 
disputed, that malignant degeneration of these glandular elements 
in the midst of the fibromyomatous tissue does occur. In an inter¬ 
esting section on the coexistence of fibromyoma and cancer of the 
Uterus no less than 112 cases are cited. 
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The final conclusions arrived at by the writer are as follows: In 
30 out of 100 fibroid tumors of the uterus, some form of degenera¬ 
tion has been noted, the prognosis varying widely according to the 
changes which are present. Fibromatous degeneration is the most 
common and least serious; sarcomatous the most grave. The cli¬ 
macteric period is the favorite time for such changes in the tumor. 
This is directly opposed to the popular view that the menopause is 
favorable to retrograde changes and atrophy of these neoplasms, 
and supports the opinion of those who contend that they should be 
removed before this period. H. C. C. 


Malformations of the Genital Organs of Women. By 
Charles Debierre, Professor of Anatomy in the Medical 
Faculty at Lille. With 85 illustrations. Translated by J. Henry 
C. Simes, M.D., Emeritus Professor of Genitourinary and 
Venereal Diseases in the Philadelphia Polyclinic. Pp. 182. 
Philadelphia: P. Blakiston’s Son & Co., 1905. 

The translator states in his preface that his object has been “to 
fill a void in English medical literature.” Whether the reader will 
agree with him or not is doubtful. Chapter I. deals briefly with 
the normal anatomy of the genital organs and breasts and presents 
no new or interesting facts, a criticism applicable also to the brief 
chapter on development. In Chapter III., on malformation, the 
ovaries are first considered, then the tubes, round and broad liga¬ 
ments, the uterus, vagina, external genitals, and breast. 

Malformation of the vagina (and especially of the hymen) seems 
to be the author’s favorite topic, as he devotes considerable space 
to it, apparently because it affords him the opportunity to intro¬ 
duce a number of prurient details and questionable anecdotes, 
which are related in true Gallic style, though they must be offensive 
to English readers. Hermaphrodism is treated most superficially; 
also anomalies of the breast. 

The final paragraph of this amusing monograph is a sufficient 
commentary on its supposed raison d’etre: “ Our general conclu¬ 
sion from the study of the anomalies of the genital organs of woman- 
is that in nature nothing is unusual.” H. C. C. 


Transactions of the Twenty-eighth Annual Meeting of 
the American Dermatological Association, 1904. By C. 
J. White, Secretary. 

The proceedings of this and other similar national associations 
devoted to the consideration of special branches of medicine and 
surgery are becoming more valuable with each year, and the hand- 
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